
© Illegal to copy                                            

UNIT 1 – THE BASICS OF GEOGRAPHY AND NORTH AMERICA

 IMPORTANT WORDS TO KNOW ............................................................................... 1

CHAPTER 1 THE BASICS OF GEOGRAPHY
 GEOGRAPHY  ............................................................................................................ 2
 TOOLS OF GEOGRAPHY  .......................................................................................... 3

 EARTH ......................................................................................................................... 4

 SEASONS, CLIMATE, AND LIFE ................................................................................ 5 

 PEOPLE AND PLACES ............................................................................................... 6

CHAPTER 2 PHYSICAL GEOGRAPHY OF THE U.S.
 THE U.S. AND CANADA ARE A REGION .................................................................. 7

 REGIONS OF THE U.S. .............................................................................................. 8

 U.S. NATURAL RESOURCES .................................................................................... 9

 LAND AND WATER IN THE U.S. .............................................................................. 10

 U.S. CLIMATE ........................................................................................................... 11 

CHAPTER 3 HUMAN GEOGRAPHY OF THE U.S.
 WHERE PEOPLE LIVE IN THE U.S.......................................................................... 12

 U.S. HISTORY ........................................................................................................... 13

 U.S. GOVERNMENT ................................................................................................. 14

 U.S. ECONOMY ........................................................................................................ 15

 WAY OF LIFE IN THE U.S. ....................................................................................... 16 

CHAPTER 4 PHYSICAL GEOGRAPHY OF CANADA
 FACTS TO KNOW ABOUT NORTH AMERICA ........................................................ 17

 REGIONS OF CANADA ............................................................................................ 18

 NATURAL RESOURCES OF CANADA .................................................................... 19

 LAND AND WATER IN CANADA .............................................................................. 20

 CLIMATE IN CANADA ............................................................................................... 21

TABLE OF CONTENTS

ELE
MENTS O

F 

BASIC
 W

ORLD
 G

EOGRAPHY



© Illegal to copy                                            

CHAPTER 5 HUMAN GEOGRAPHY OF CANADA
 WHERE PEOPLE LIVE IN CANADA ......................................................................... 22

 HISTORY OF CANADA ............................................................................................. 23

 GOVERNMENT IN CANADA ..................................................................................... 24

 CANADIAN ECONOMY ............................................................................................. 25

 CANADIAN WAY OF LIFE ......................................................................................... 26

CHAPTER 6 THE U.S. AND CANADA TODAY

 THE BORDER OF THE U.S. AND CANADA ............................................................. 27

 ALIKE AND DIFFERENT ........................................................................................... 28

 THE U.S. AND CANADA ARE RICH ......................................................................... 29

 DANGERS ................................................................................................................. 30 

 WORKING TOGETHER ............................................................................................ 31

UNIT 2 – CENTRAL AMERICA, THE CARIBBEAN, AND SOUTH AMERICA

 IMPORTANT WORDS TO KNOW ............................................................................. 32

CHAPTER 7 PHYSICAL GEOGRAPHY OF MEXICO
 ABOUT LATIN AMERICA .......................................................................................... 33

 REGIONS OF MEXICO ............................................................................................. 34

 NATURAL RESOURCES OF MEXICO ..................................................................... 35

 LAND AND WATER IN MEXICO ............................................................................... 36 

 CLIMATE IN MEXICO ................................................................................................ 37

CHAPTER 8 HUMAN GEOGRAPHY OF MEXICO
 WHERE PEOPLE LIVE IN MEXICO.......................................................................... 38

 HISTORY OF MEXICO .............................................................................................. 39

 GOVERNMENT IN MEXICO ..................................................................................... 40

 MEXICO'S ECONOMY .............................................................................................. 41 

 WAY OF LIFE IN MEXICO ........................................................................................ 42

CHAPTER 9 PHYSICAL GEOGRAPHY OF CENTRAL AMERICA AND THE 
   CARIBBEAN
 ABOUT CENTRAL AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN ............................................. 43

 REGIONS OF CENTRAL AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN ................................... 44

ELE
MENTS O

F 

BASIC
 W

ORLD
 G

EOGRAPHY



© Illegal to copy                                            

 NATURAL RESOURCES OF CENTRAL AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN ........... 45

 A CANAL AND ISLANDS........................................................................................... 46

 CLIMATE IN CENTRAL AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN ..................................... 47

CHAPTER 10 HUMAN GEOGRAPHY OF CENTRAL AMERICA AND THE 
   CARIBBEAN

 WHERE PEOPLE LIVE IN CENTRAL AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN ............... 48

 HISTORY OF CENTRAL AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN ................................... 49

 GOVERNMENTS IN CENTRAL AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN ........................ 50

 CENTRAL AMERICAN AND CARIBBEAN ECONOMIES ......................................... 51

 WAY OF LIFE IN CENTRAL AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN .............................. 52

CHAPTER 11 PHYSICAL GEOGRAPHY OF SOUTH AMERICA
 ABOUT SOUTH AMERICA ........................................................................................ 53

 REGIONS OF SOUTH AMERICA ............................................................................. 54

 NATURAL RESOURCES OF SOUTH AMERICA ..................................................... 55

 LAND AND WATER IN SOUTH AMERICA ............................................................... 56 

 CLIMATE IN SOUTH AMERICA ................................................................................ 57

CHAPTER 12 HUMAN GEOGRAPHY OF SOUTH AMERICA
 WHERE PEOPLE LIVE IN SOUTH AMERICA .......................................................... 58

 HISTORY OF SOUTH AMERICA .............................................................................. 59

 SOUTH AMERICAN GOVERNMENTS ..................................................................... 60

 ECONOMY IN SOUTH AMERICA ............................................................................. 61

 WAY OF LIFE IN SOUTH AMERICA ......................................................................... 62 

UNIT 3 – EUROPE AND NORTHERN EURASIA

 IMPORTANT WORDS TO KNOW ............................................................................. 63

CHAPTER 13 PHYSICAL GEOGRAPHY OF NORTHERN AND WESTERN EUROPE

 ABOUT NORTHERN AND WESTERN EUROPE ..................................................... 64

 REGIONS OF NORTHERN AND WESTERN EUROPE ........................................... 65

 NATURAL RESOURCES OF NORTHERN AND WESTERN EUROPE ................... 66

 LAND AND WATER IN NORTHERN AND WESTERN EUROPE ............................. 67 

 CLIMATE IN NORTHERN AND WESTERN EUROPE .............................................. 68

ELE
MENTS O

F 

BASIC
 W

ORLD
 G

EOGRAPHY



© Illegal to copy                                            

CHAPTER 14 HUMAN GEOGRAPHY OF NORTHERN AND WESTERN EUROPE
 WHERE PEOPLE LIVE IN NORTHERN AND WESTERN EUROPE ........................ 69

 HISTORY OF NORTHERN AND WESTERN EUROPE ............................................ 70

 GOVERNMENTS IN NORTHERN AND WESTERN EUROPE ................................. 71

 ECONOMY IN NORTHERN AND WESTERN EUROPE ........................................... 72

 WAY OF LIFE IN NORTHERN AND WESTERN EUROPE ...................................... 73

CHAPTER 15 PHYSICAL GEOGRAPHY OF CENTRAL AND SOUTHERN EUROPE
 ABOUT CENTRAL AND SOUTHERN EUROPE ....................................................... 74

 REGIONS OF CENTRAL AND SOUTHERN EUROPE ............................................. 75

 NATURAL RESOURCES OF CENTRAL AND SOUTHERN EUROPE ..................... 76

 LAND AND WATER IN CENTRAL AND SOUTHERN EUROPE .............................. 77

 CLIMATE IN CENTRAL AND SOUTHERN EUROPE ............................................... 78

CHAPTER 16 HUMAN GEOGRAPHY OF CENTRAL AND SOUTHERN EUROPE
 WHERE PEOPLE LIVE IN CENTRAL AND SOUTHERN EUROPE ......................... 79

 HISTORY OF CENTRAL AND SOUTHERN EUROPE ............................................. 80

 GOVERNMENTS IN CENTRAL AND SOUTHERN EUROPE .................................. 81

 ECONOMY IN CENTRAL AND SOUTHERN EUROPE ............................................ 82 

 WAY OF LIFE IN CENTRAL AND SOUTHERN EUROPE ........................................ 83

CHAPTER 17 PHYSICAL GEOGRAPHY OF NORTHERN EURASIA AND CENTRAL 
ASIA

 ABOUT NORTHERN EURASIA AND CENTRAL ASIA ............................................. 84

 REGIONS OF NORTHERN EURASIA AND CENTRAL ASIA ................................... 85

 NATURAL RESOURCES OF NORTHERN EURASIA AND CENTRAL ASIA ........... 86

 LAND AND WATER IN NORTHERN EURASIA AND CENTRAL ASIA .................... 87

 CLIMATE IN NORTHERN EURASIA AND CENTRAL ASIA ..................................... 88 

CHAPTER 18 HUMAN GEOGRAPHY OF NORTHERN EURASIA AND CENTRAL ASIA

 WHERE PEOPLE LIVE IN NORTHERN EURASIA AND CENTRAL ASIA ............... 89

 HISTORY OF NORTHERN EURASIA AND CENTRAL ASIA ................................... 90

 GOVERNMENTS IN NORTHERN EURASIA AND CENTRAL ASIA ........................ 91

ELE
MENTS O

F 

BASIC
 W

ORLD
 G

EOGRAPHY



© Illegal to copy                                            

 ECONOMY IN NORTHERN EURASIA AND CENTRAL ASIA .................................. 92

 WAY OF LIFE IN NORTHERN EURASIA AND CENTRAL ASIA .............................. 93

UNIT 4 – AFRICA

 IMPORTANT WORDS TO KNOW ............................................................................. 94

CHAPTER 19 PHYSICAL GEOGRAPHY OF NORTH AND EAST AFRICA
 ABOUT AFRICA ........................................................................................................ 95

 REGIONS OF NORTH AND EAST AFRICA ............................................................. 96

 NATURAL RESOURCES OF NORTH AND EAST AFRICA ..................................... 97

 LAND AND WATER IN NORTH AND EAST AFRICA ............................................... 98

 CLIMATE IN NORTH AND EAST AFRICA ................................................................ 99

CHAPTER 20 HUMAN GEOGRAPHY OF NORTH AND EAST AFRICA
 WHERE PEOPLE LIVE IN NORTH AND EAST AFRICA ........................................ 100

 HISTORY OF NORTH AND EAST AFRICA ............................................................ 101

 GOVERNMENTS IN NORTH AND EAST AFRICA ................................................. 102

 NORTH AND EAST AFRICAN ECONOMIES ......................................................... 103

 WAY OF LIFE IN NORTH AND EAST AFRICA ....................................................... 104

CHAPTER 21 PHYSICAL GEOGRAPHY OF WEST AND CENTRAL AFRICA
 ABOUT WEST AND CENTRAL AFRICA ................................................................. 105

 REGIONS OF WEST AND CENTRAL AFRICA ...................................................... 106

 NATURAL RESOURCES OF WEST AND CENTRAL AFRICA .............................. 107

 LAND AND WATER IN WEST AND CENTRAL AFRICA ........................................ 108

 CLIMATE IN WEST AND CENTRAL AFRICA ......................................................... 109

CHAPTER 22 HUMAN GEOGRAPHY OF WEST AND CENTRAL AFRICA
 WHERE PEOPLE LIVE IN WEST AND CENTRAL AFRICA ................................... 110

 HISTORY OF WEST AND CENTRAL AFRICA ....................................................... 111

 GOVERNMENTS IN WEST AND CENTRAL AFRICA ............................................ 112

 ECONOMIES IN WEST AND CENTRAL AFRICA .................................................. 113

 WAY OF LIFE IN WEST AND CENTRAL AFRICA .................................................. 114

ELE
MENTS O

F 

BASIC
 W

ORLD
 G

EOGRAPHY



© Illegal to copy                                            

CHAPTER 23 PHYSICAL GEOGRAPHY OF SOUTHERN AFRICA
 ABOUT SOUTHERN AFRICA ................................................................................. 115

 REGIONS OF SOUTHERN AFRICA ....................................................................... 116

 NATURAL RESOURCES OF SOUTHERN AFRICA ............................................... 117

 LAND AND WATER IN SOUTHERN AFRICA ......................................................... 118

 CLIMATE IN SOUTHERN AFRICA ......................................................................... 119

CHAPTER 24 HUMAN GEOGRAPHY OF SOUTHERN AFRICA
 WHERE PEOPLE LIVE IN SOUTHERN AFRICA ................................................... 120

 HISTORY OF SOUTHERN AFRICA ........................................................................ 121

 GOVERNMENTS IN SOUTHERN AFRICA ............................................................. 122

 ECONOMY IN SOUTHERN AFRICA ...................................................................... 123

 WAY OF LIFE IN SOUTHERN AFRICA .................................................................. 124

UNIT 5 – SOUTH AND EAST ASIA

 IMPORTANT WORDS TO KNOW ........................................................................... 125

CHAPTER 25 PHYSICAL GEOGRAPHY OF SOUTH AND SOUTHWEST ASIA
 ABOUT SOUTH AND SOUTHWEST ASIA ............................................................. 126

 REGIONS OF SOUTH AND SOUTHWEST ASIA ................................................... 127

 NATURAL RESOURCES OF SOUTH AND SOUTHWEST ASIA ........................... 128

 LAND AND WATER IN SOUTH AND SOUTHWEST ASIA ..................................... 129

 CLIMATE IN SOUTH AND SOUTHWEST ASIA ..................................................... 130

CHAPTER 26 HUMAN GEOGRAPHY OF SOUTH AND SOUTHWEST ASIA

 WHERE PEOPLE LIVE IN SOUTH AND SOUTHWEST ASIA ............................... 131

 HISTORY OF SOUTH AND SOUTHWEST ASIA .................................................... 132

 GOVERNMENTS IN SOUTH AND SOUTHWEST ASIA ......................................... 133

 ECONOMY IN SOUTH AND SOUTHWEST ASIA .................................................. 134

 WAY OF LIFE IN SOUTH AND SOUTHWEST ASIA .............................................. 135

CHAPTER 27 PHYSICAL GEOGRAPHY OF EAST ASIA
 ABOUT EAST ASIA ................................................................................................. 136

 REGIONS OF EAST ASIA ....................................................................................... 137

 NATURAL RESOURCES OF EAST ASIA ............................................................... 138

ELE
MENTS O

F 

BASIC
 W

ORLD
 G

EOGRAPHY



© Illegal to copy                                            

 LAND AND WATER IN EAST ASIA ......................................................................... 139

 CLIMATE IN EAST ASIA ......................................................................................... 140

CHAPTER 28 HUMAN GEOGRAPHY OF EAST ASIA
 WHERE PEOPLE LIVE IN EAST ASIA ................................................................... 141

 HISTORY OF EAST ASIA ....................................................................................... 142

 GOVERNMENTS IN EAST ASIA ............................................................................. 143

 ECONOMY IN EAST ASIA ...................................................................................... 144

 WAY OF LIFE IN EAST ASIA .................................................................................. 145

CHAPTER 29 PHYSICAL GEOGRAPHY OF SOUTHEAST ASIA
 ABOUT SOUTHEAST ASIA .................................................................................... 146

 REGIONS OF SOUTHEAST ASIA .......................................................................... 147

 NATURAL RESOURCES OF SOUTHEAST ASIA .................................................. 148

 LAND AND WATER IN SOUTHEAST ASIA ............................................................ 149

 CLIMATE IN SOUTHEAST ASIA ............................................................................. 150

CHAPTER 30 HUMAN GEOGRAPHY OF SOUTHEAST ASIA
 WHERE PEOPLE LIVE IN SOUTHEAST ASIA....................................................... 151

 HISTORY OF SOUTHEAST ASIA ........................................................................... 152

 GOVERNMENTS IN SOUTHEAST ASIA ................................................................ 153

 ECONOMY IN SOUTHEAST ASIA .......................................................................... 154

 WAY OF LIFE IN SOUTHEAST ASIA ..................................................................... 155

UNIT 6 – AUSTRALIA, OCEANIA, AND ANTARCTICA

 IMPORTANT WORDS TO KNOW ........................................................................... 156

CHAPTER 31 PHYSICAL GEOGRAPHY OF AUSTRALIA
 ABOUT AUSTRALIA................................................................................................ 157

 REGIONS OF AUSTRALIA ..................................................................................... 158

 NATURAL RESOURCES OF AUSTRALIA ............................................................. 159

 LAND AND WATER IN AUSTRALIA ....................................................................... 160 

 CLIMATE IN AUSTRALIA ........................................................................................ 161

ELE
MENTS O

F 

BASIC
 W

ORLD
 G

EOGRAPHY



© Illegal to copy                                            

CHAPTER 32 HUMAN GEOGRAPHY OF AUSTRALIA
 WHERE PEOPLE LIVE IN AUSTRALIA .................................................................. 162

 HISTORY OF AUSTRALIA ...................................................................................... 163

 AUSTRALIAN GOVERNMENT ................................................................................ 164

 ECONOMY IN AUSTRALIA ..................................................................................... 165

 WAY OF LIFE IN AUSTRALIA ................................................................................. 166

CHAPTER 33 PHYSICAL GEOGRAPHY OF OCEANIA
 ABOUT OCEANIA ................................................................................................... 167

 REGIONS OF OCEANIA ......................................................................................... 168

 NATURAL RESOURCES OF OCEANIA ................................................................. 169

 LAND AND WATER IN OCEANIA ........................................................................... 170

 CLIMATE IN OCEANIA ............................................................................................ 171

CHAPTER 34 HUMAN GEOGRAPHY IN OCEANIA
 WHERE PEOPLE LIVE IN OCEANIA...................................................................... 172

 HISTORY OF OCEANIA .......................................................................................... 173

 GOVERNMENTS IN OCEANIA ............................................................................... 174

 ECONOMY IN OCEANIA ......................................................................................... 175

 WAY OF LIFE IN OCEANIA .................................................................................... 176

CHAPTER 35 PHYSICAL GEOGRAPHY OF ANTARCTICA
 ABOUT ANTARCTICA ............................................................................................. 177

 REGIONS OF ANTARCTICA .................................................................................. 178

 NATURAL RESOURCES OF ANTARCTICA .......................................................... 179

 LAND AND WATER IN ANTARCTICA .................................................................... 180

 CLIMATE IN ANTARCTICA ..................................................................................... 181

CHAPTER 36 HUMAN GEOGRAPHY OF ANTARCTICA

 WHERE PEOPLE LIVE IN ANTARCTICA ............................................................... 182

 HISTORY OF ANTARCTICA ................................................................................... 183

 NO GOVERNMENT IN ANTARCTICA .................................................................... 184

 ECONOMY IN ANTARCTICA .................................................................................. 185

 WAY OF LIFE IN ANTARCTICA .............................................................................. 186

IMPORTANT WORDS AND MEANINGS .................................................................. 187

ELE
MENTS O

F 

BASIC
 W

ORLD
 G

EOGRAPHY



What does a cartographer do?

TOOLS OF GEOGRAPHY

A geographer is a scientist. Geographers study Earth and 
how people act with the planet.

Geographers' tools are more than just equipment! 
Tools also include the different ways geographers get 
information.

  Geographers' Tools

          and GPS 

          environment

          planning and exploring

          shapes that are hard to get to, or really big

Some people think a geographer makes maps. Wrong! A cartographer makes 
maps.
  Cartography means to draw or make maps.
 cart  map or chart graphy  to write or describe
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 1. The pirate drew a map and marked where the treasure was buried. _____

 2. Joe saw fewer trees as he climbed higher up the mountain. _____

 4. Planners mark the big trees to save before they build a park. _____

 5. Doppler radar and satellites track tornadoes. _____
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What is the Greek word for water?

EARTH

Earth is the third planet from the Sun.
Earth is mostly covered by oceans of salt water. 
Continents cover the rest. What happens on 
Earth affects us!

Inside Earth
Earth has layers like an onion.

          about 10 miles of rock and loose materials

          most of the total weight and mass of Earth

          lava (iron and nickel)

The deep layers are hot, dense, and under a lot of pressure!

Outside Earth
Lithosphere  the crust and the upper part of the mantle 
Hydrosphere  the part of Earth that is covered with water or ice 
Atmosphere  the thin layer of air around Earth

We live in the biosphere! 
That's where the hydrosphere, atmosphere, and 
land come together. Life exists in the biosphere.
          litho  stone            atmo  air
          hydro  water          bio  life
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1. Most of Earth is covered by ocean. ___

2. The crust is a solid ball of iron and nickel. ___

3. Deep inside Earth's core is salt water. ___

4. We walk on the Earth's crust. ___

5. Fish swim in the hydrosphere. ___
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Look at the population graph above. 
About how many people were there in 1850? __________ billion
In 2000? __________ billion

PEOPLE AND PLACES

Human geography is about people and places. It
is how people interact with the environment. 

          Different Kinds of Human Geography
     Cultural 
          change or stay the same from one place or 
          time to another

     Urban  cities. Urban is another word for city. 
          It's important to study location, 
          size, land use, and problems when 
          building or planning cities. 

     Economic  how people make money in 
          different places

     Political  government. People make 
          rules for their group. Some people 
          vote, but many do not have the right 
          to vote.

    Population  the number of people living 

          why people live in certain places
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C = cultural     U = urban     E = economic     Pol = political     P = population

 1. planning how to use city land in a smart way ____
 2. a group trades goods and services with another group ____
 3. why some places have many people ____
 4. the language, religion, and traditions of a group of people ____ 

 5. a group of people make decisions by voting ____
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LAND AND WATER IN THE U.S.

The U.S. has lots of water. North America has more lakes and rivers than any 
other continent. Long ago, giant sheets of ice made most of these lakes. The 
U.S. has many different landforms. A landform is a special shape in the land. 

Kinds of Landforms
    plains     mountains     plateaus     canyons     hills     mesas     volcanic islands

  Old Mountains
The Appalachian Mountains stretch along the eastern 
side of Canada and the U.S. down to the middle of 
Alabama. This chain of old mountains is so worn that 
in many places they are just rolling hills.
  

  Young Mountains
The Rocky Mountains stretch along the western side 
of Canada and the U.S. through these states:
   Washington     Idaho             Montana     Wyoming
   Utah         Colorado    New Mexico
The Rockies are the largest mountain system in North 
America. The Rockies are young! You can tell they are  
young mountains because they have steep sides, 
deep canyons, and active volcanoes.

  Coastal Ranges
Along the western coast are two mountain ranges 

Valleys are between them. One range goes from 
Oregon to California along the ocean. It includes the 
Olympic Mountains. The other range is farther inland. 
It includes the Alaska Range, the Cascade Range, 
and the Sierra Nevada. 

Between the old Appalachians and the young Rockies lie the 

© Illegal to copy                                            10

U
N

IT
 1

  

 1. Write the names of the mountain ranges on the maps above.
Appalachian          Rocky          Coastal

 2. Mount McKinley is the highest mountain in North America. It is in the Alaska 
     Range. Draw an X on Alaska.
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U.S. ECONOMY

No one can beat the U.S. economy. Economy
is how people produce and sell goods and services. 
The U.S. can produce a huge amount of goods and 
services. Why? Because the U.S. has
   • a lot of natural resources
   • skilled workers

These things make the U.S. a superpower. 

Important! The U.S. economy is based on free enterprise. People own and run 
most businesses. The government does not have much control over businesses.

Americans have one of the world's highest standards of living. Standard of 
living is the wealth, comfort, and things of a person or a group. 
     • how much money you make   • how good your house is
     • how good your education is   • how good your health is
     • how many hours you have to work to buy what you need

Quality of life is very important too. It includes many things Americans take for 
granted, such as 
     • freedom from slavery and torture  • equal protection of the law 
     • freedom of religion    • free choice of employment 
     • the right to vote     • the right to fair pay
     • the right to education    • the right to human dignity
     • the right to marry     • the right to have a family 
     • the right to be treated equally no matter what your gender, race, language, 
        religion, political ideas, where you are from, or if you are rich or poor

The U.S. produces everything from coal to gold. U.S. exports include aircraft, 
electronics, cars, medicine, machinery, chemicals, telecommunications, wheat, 
corn, rice, soybeans, natural gas, and more. But even strong countries 
sometimes have trouble. In 2008, the stock market crashed, and most 
Americans had serious money problems.

© Illegal to copy                                            15

U
N

IT
 1

Is the U.S. money the euro, the dollar, or the peso?
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